
Preservation 
and

Traditional 
Significance 

of
CIRCUS

in Pakistan



Topics to Cover
• Abstract
• Gallery
• Thesis Statement
• Literature Review
• Mind Map
• Research Methodology
• Lucky Irani Circus
• Mood boards
• Circus Around The World
• Artist And Craft Inspiration
• Fabrications And Experimentation
• Mini Thesis
• Final Thesis outcome



The purpose of my thesis is to revive

the culture of experiencing a circus

that existed in my family. We had a

family tradition of visiting circus in our

home town-Bhopal wala, I aim to

preserve those memories through my

sculptural forms and thematic

crockery,that are designed for

contemporary style homes.

Abstract





This place has a significant 
importance as it has a lot of religious 
and cultural values.

Bhopalwala
Went back to my village,started my 
research from there.



Grave importance
This grave is of Mir Zarif which is 650 
years old. His legacy is being 
continued by his generations.

Mazar Mir Zarif
It is the place in my village where 
Circus used to happen and Mela still 
happens.



Bull Race
People from all over Pakistan 
participates in this 
competition,considered as the 
'Competition of Pride'.

Mela memories
Lucky Irani Circus in village, it was the 
time of celebration and 
togetherness.





THESIS STATEMENT
MY THESIS SUBJECT MATTER IS RELATED TO MY VILLAGE AND MY FAMILY’S TRADITION OF
ORGANIZING AND GOING TO THE INDIGENOUS CARNIVAL CALLED ‘MELA’, WHICH ALSO
INCLUDED CIRCUS. BOTH OF THESE OCCASIONS TOOK PLACE AS ONE UNIFIED EVENT IN MY
VILLAGE IN SIALKOT. A RITUAL OF THE FAMILY, IT BECAME A POWERFUL MEMORY OF MY
CHILDHOOD AND CONTINUES TO BE WITH ME AS THE WHOLE JOURNEY HAD SEVERAL
EMOTIONS ATTACHED WITH IT, WHICH INCLUDED JOY, HAPPINESS, EXCITEMENT, NOSTALGIA
AND BELONGINGNESS. IT WAS THE TIME WHEN THE WHOLE VILLAGE WAS HAPPY AND
CELEBRATING.AS I GREW UP I REALIZED THE TRADITION WAS CHANGING AS THE ANNUAL MELA
STILL CONTINUED BUT CIRCUS WAS GRADUALLY COMING TO AN END AND AT ONE TIME IT
TOTALLY DISAPPEARED. THE MAIN FOCUS IS PRESERVING THE HAPPY AND JOYFUL MEMORIES
OF THE INDIGENOUS CIRCUS YET SHOWING THE INNER LIFE AND DIFFICULTIES OF PEOPLE
WORKING IN CIRCUS AND ALSO THE REASONS WHY THE CIRCUS IN MY VILLAGE HAS STOPPED.



Literature Review

CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT (RESEARCH GAP)



MindMap                            



FAMILY TRADITION
We had a family tradition of visiting circus in our 
home
town-Bhopal wala .

INTERVIEWS
Conducted interviews with people of 
Bhopalwala,Sialkot.Interviews with 
performers of Lucky Irani Circus.

DOCUMENTRIES/MOVIES
Shows of Lucky Irani Circus,performers life 
under the big top.The Circus.CRQUE DU 
SOLEI, MERA NAAM JOKER,WATER FOR 
ELEPHANTS,THE GREATEST SHOWMAN

BOOKS AND ARTICLES
Read several articles and books related to 
circus.

Research 
Methodology













DOCUMENTARY
Sar-e-Aam Show

DOCUMENTARY
The Great Pakistani Circus

DOCUMENTARY
Ek din Geo k sath



Lucky
Irani

Circus

Lucky Irani Circus was established in 1970 by Mian

Farzand Ali in collaboration with circus performers

from Iran. After his demise in 2000, the circus was

continued and improved by his son Mian Amjad

Farzand who not only advanced the circus within

Pakistan but also expanded Lucky Irani Circus with

international performers from Japan, Korea, Italy,

Germany and Russia.The Circus features a life of its

own with performers living in their make shift tents

along with their families.







MOOD BOARDS





























CIRCUS AROUND THE 
WORLD



Philip Astley found the first circus in 1768 where he exhibited tricks of horse riding. It was in 1770 when he hired a clown

“Mr.Merryman”, musicians, and other performers for his show. He is known to have invented the modern circus as referred
to as “father of modern circus”. Soon after, other talented people started joining the circus industry as rivals and

competition and to beat this competition a variety of new acts could be seen in every other circus performance.

By the late 18th century the circus had spread throughout Europe and had gained a fragile foothold in the United States.

In 1793 John Bill Ricketts, a Scottish rider, presented exhibitions in Philadelphia and New York City consisting of trick
riding, rope walkers, tumblers, pantomimes, and a clown. As Ricketts was the first in the United States to offer such

variety for an evening’s entertainment, he is credited with the country’s introduction to the circus.

By mid-19th century, many performances of the modern circus were made common to almost all circuses. These

included parades, animals, acts of skill and clowns. In addition, innovation and unique acts were always welcomed by the
audience like aquatic circus in which they would flood the circus ring with water.The 19th century was the period of most

innovation, development and growth in the circus industry as well as for circus as an art.

From mid-19th century to early 20th century is known as “The Golden Period of Circus”. The 20th Century circus saw

opposing events for United Stated and Europe. By 1929, Ringling Bros and Barnum & Bailey Circus owned five of the

largest circuses in the United States giving them the complete monopoly of the industry.During the 1950's television was
gaining much popularity and circuses were losing theirs’. Despite this, the circus industry flourished through mid and

late-20th century in many parts of the world like Russia and China.









ARTIST AND CRAFT 
INSPIRATION



BRUCE. M 
SHERMAN



CHAMBA
RUMAL



PUPPETRY



POTTERY



ARTIST
WHO HAVE WORKED ON 

CIRCUS



JOHN 
ROMBOLA



CHRIS 
ROBERTS



Fabrications
And  

Experimentation



∙ Plastic straws
∙ Heat transfer.



∙ Laced fabric

∙ Tapestry canvas

∙ Heat transfer

∙ Organza net

∙



∙ Tapestry canvas

∙ Plastic straws

∙ Heat transfer



∙ Metal wires
∙Rubber bands
∙ Fabricated foam balls
∙ Shiny plastic wires



∙ Tapestry canvas

∙ Rubber bands

∙ Threads

∙ 



∙ Machine knitting
∙ with various types of threads
∙ Tilla
∙ wool



∙ Terracotta
∙ Circus animals
∙ Joker
∙ Cirque Du Soleil inspired scu;pture



∙ Sublimation print
∙ Machine embroidery
∙ Applique



∙ Wooden sculpture
∙ Tapestry canvas
∙ Felt
∙ Adda work/wool
∙ Fabricated thread and wool balls
∙ Jute ropes



∙ Handmade puppets
∙ Fabricated with felt
∙ Stones
∙ Sequences
∙ Threads





∙ This is inspired by local 'Village Circus'

Materials:

∙ Hand constructed wooden cycle

∙ Hand woven Susi
∙ Puppet

Dimensions: 18" x 10"



∙ Inspired by most famous acts in 'Lucky 
irani Circs'
• ''The Snake Eater'

∙ Highlighting various emotions
∙ The 'Lion Tamer'

Materials:
∙ Wool
∙ Clay and wood
∙ Enamel paints
Dimensions: 27" x 17"



∙ Inspired by 'Jugglers,Unicycle and      
clowns '

Materials:
∙ Felt
∙ Clay
∙ Organza,threads,velvet,sequences
∙ Wood

Dimensions: 17" x 5" and 21' x 15'



∙ Inspired by the 'Indigenous Circus', 
highlighting 'Well of Death' ,'Mazaar' 
and Palmistry
Materials:

∙ Hand painted wooden sculpture
∙ Acrylics and enamel paints
∙ Fabricated clay balls
Dimensions: 35" x 27"



∙ Inspired by 'Cirque Du Soleil'

∙ Materials:
∙ Clay sculpture
∙ Enamel and acrylics

Dimensions: 20" x "6



FINAL THESIS
OUTCOME

CIRCUS THEMED DINNERWARE



Sculptures to Crockery

As making sculptures and exploring 
new textures i started developing my 
own fabrics.For those fabrics started to 
develope my own prints.The initial idea 
was to make fabricated and printed 
sculptures.While exploring new ideas 
and working with three-dimensional 
objects and materials, thought of other 
three-dimensional objects on which i 
can use my prints.After researching and 
experimenting came with the idea of 
Circus themed crockery.



ARTIST          
INSPIRATION 



BISA
BUTLER



JANA
GLATT



JONATHAN 
ADLER



HERMES



THREE MAJOR THEMES



DESIGN DEVELOPEMENT





PRINT AND COMPOSITION     
DEVELOPEMENT







CONTEMPORARY



COEVAL
This collection is inspired by the 

contemporary circus.

The collection is a blend of indigenous circus and 

circus around the world.

The elements used in this collection 

are traditional and modern.

While using new and unique color palettes to give 

the whole collection a modern 

contemporary look.













ETHNIC



CLASSIC
This collection is inspired by the indigenous 
circus.

Focusing on the ethnic aspect of the circus.

The elements and patterns used in this collection 

are inspired by the traditional motifs and elephants 

used as the traditional circus animal.

The only animal used in this collection is an 

Elephant, because in Pakistani circus Elephants 

are no longer a part of the Big top.

This collection is preserving the tradition and the 

memories.









WHIMSICAL



WHIMSICAL
This collection is full of bright colors 
and patterns highlighting the joy and 
fun of Circus.

The elements used are full of bright 
hues depicting the humor, extravagant, 
fanciful, and playfulness of the Circus.

The Circus performers used in this 
collection are the people who have 
been working under the big top over 
the years.



OPTION 1







OPTION 2









Thank You!


