
A Q S A  K H A N



My name is Aqsa Khan and I am a 24-year old aspiring textile/fibre 

artist. I was born in England, raised in Canada and currently reside 

in Lahore, Pakistan. With a mixture of all these diverse countries, I 

believe I have become a compilation of different identities. Thus, 

somewhere along the way, I lost my true self. Keeping all of this in 

mind, for my work, I try to place emphasis on the resilient journey 

we all go through in the search of an definitive identity. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N

W H AT  I S  I D E N T I T Y ?



THESIS STATEMENT

Identity is the set of meanings people hold for themselves that define 

“what it means” to be who they are as persons, as role occupants, 

and as group members. Where we live, what we eat, the people we surround ourselves with 

and the experiences we have; shape our identity

But how do you define your identity if there has never been any 

consistency in your life, if you have not lived in the same place for 

more than two years or been around the same people? What if the 

only thing that has been consistent in your life is the constant sense 

of displacement? 
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L I T E R AT U R E

• Bullying Amongst immigrant children

• Displacement

• Identity Crisis amongst immigrant children

• Identity Crisis

• Struggles of moving/effects

R E S E A R C H  G A P

• Identity Crisis

• Constantly moving

• Meeting New People

• Exploring new places

• Memories/significance of these places

• Association with self

• Development of new identity

• A Combination of everything

• Material

• Mix Media

• Digital Printing

• UV Printing

• Embossing

• Foiling

• Base- Acrylic, Brass, Fibre Glass, Aluminum 

• Acrylic- Layering, transparency

M E T H O D O L O G Y

• Personal Imagery

• Articles (Jstor)

• Interviews

• Online Surveys

• Artist Research



A R T I C L E S

Article Titles: 

A Canadian Identity Crisis: 

file:///D:/thesis/articles/identity/How%20moving%20to%20Canada%20brought%20abo
ut%20my%20identity crisis%20-%20The%20Globe%20and%20Mail.pdf

Identity or Prestige: The Chameleon Effect on EFL Pronunciation:

file:///D:/thesis/articles/identity/75662-285835-1-PB.pdf

Diaspora, memory and identity: a search for home.:
https://utorontopress.com/us/diaspora-memory-and-identity-3

Always on the Move: How Residential Mobility Impacts Our Well-
Being
file:///D:/thesis/articles/frequently%20moving/3.pdf

Displacement & Diaspora: Case of Cultural Identity:
https://www.academia.edu/8104264/Displacement_and_Diaspora_Case_of_Cultural_Id
entity_found_in_Jhumpa_Lahiri_s_The_Namesake_and_Leila_S_Chudori_s_Pulang

Key Terms:
❑ identity crisis
❑ Immigrant
❑ Culture
❑ Prestige
❑ Mimicry
❑ Language
❑ Disapore
❑ Displacement



Article Titles: 

Diaspora: Identifying a New Identity Through Multiple Travels - A 
New View of Diaspora:
https://owlcation.com/humanities/Diaspora-Identifying-a-new-identity-through-multiple-
travels-A-new-view-of-Diaspora-from-a-Moroccan-lense

Moving and Children's Social Connections: Neighborhood Context 
and the Consequences of Moving for Low-Income Families :
file:///D:/thesis/articles/frequently%20moving/childrens%20social%20connections.pdf

How do moving and other major life events impact mental health? 
A longitudinal analysis of UK children:
file:///D:/thesis/articles/frequently%20moving/How%20do%20moving%20and%20other
%20major%20life%20events%20impact%20mental%20health_%20A%20longitudinal%20
analysis%20of%20UK%20children%20-%20ScienceDirect.pdf

Moving Is Tough for Kids: Moving is hard on kids who leave and 
those who stay
file:///D:/thesis/articles/frequently%20moving/Moving%20Is%20Tough%20for%20Kids%
20_%20Psychology%20Today.pdf

A R T I C L E S

Key Terms:
❑ Diaspora
❑ New Identity
❑ Multiple Identities
❑ Anxiety Issues
❑ Social Connections
❑ Disassociation



O n l i n e  S u r v e y



R e s u l t s













Common Answers:

MINIMUM

2
MAXIMUM

50

Age:

MINIMUM

20
MINIMUM

25



Common Answers:

Most didn’t have a favorite place since they did 

not get a chance to stay for too long



Common Answers:

❑ Losing friendships

❑ Fear of rejection

❑ Not being able to stay in one place

❑ Mental health

❑ Lost sense of self

❑ Takes time to settle

❑ Attachment issues

❑ Loneliness 

❑ No sense of possession

❑ Anxiety

❑ Different education systems











A R T I S T  B O A R D S

Cathryn Kemp

Textile Installation artist, explores narratives 
around female identity and rites of passage



Graffiti Artist, works based on self-identity and 
understanding the demons within.

A R T I S T  B O A R D S

Jean Michel



Textile Artist , works with Mixed Media, work 
based on memory and identity.

Christine Chester

A R T I S T  B O A R D S



Textile Artist, create installations, artists 
books, wall pieces. 
Intends to capture special moments and 
reflections of conversations which are 
personal and intimate; about journeys and 
people

Donna Rumble Smith

A R T I S T  B O A R D S



Embroidery Artist, explores the darker and 
often hidden aspects of being human

Emma Parker

A R T I S T  B O A R D S



Fibre Artist, large-scale hand embroideries 
based on  anatomical drawings, folk art, and 
her children's drawings.

Anna Torma

A R T I S T  B O A R D S



V I S U A L  B O A R D S



V I S U A L  B O A R D S



❑ Anna Torma inspired
❑ Doodling based on

❑ Memories
❑ Experiences
❑ Places
❑ People
❑ Text

❑ Acetate sheets in layers
❑ Paint markets



C O L O U R  B O A R D



CATEGORIES:
I split up all the visuals I had into different 
categories; according to cities, countries 
and schools so that it would be easier to 
make Visual Boards



CHANGE OF AESTHETIC:

• I realized my doodling was not up to 

the mark and decided to try out a 

tool I was much better at, Photoshop. 

• I was using images I had of the people 

in my life and the all the places I had 

memories from. 

• At this point, I liked the architectural 

aesthetic, so I decided to focus on 

places instead





I decided to focus on the places in my life, the 
experiences I had there and how these 
experiences shaped my “identity”

V I S U A L  B O A R D S



I used images that I had collected over the time I 
lived in these places and edited them to achieve 
a more illustrated look.”



I collected all the visuals I had of all the schools, 
universities, houses, apartments, places I visited, 
etc., and categorized according to countries or 
cities. 





EXPERIMENTATION

• Aluminum

• Wood/Lasani

• Brass

• Fibre Glass

• Acrylic



EXPERIMENTATION

• Embossing

• Foiling

• Machine Embroidery

• Felting

• Digital Printing

• UV Printing

• Photo Transfer



Experimentation

• Embossing

• Foiling

• Machine Embroidery

• Felting

• Digital Printing

• UV Printing

• Photo Transfer



M I X E D  M E D I A



M I X E D  M E D I A



M I X E D  M E D I A



M I N I  T H E S I S  D I S P L AY



M I N I  T H E S I S  D I S P L AY



M I N I  T H E S I S  D I S P L AY











T H E S I S



PURPOSE STATEMENT 

In our lives with so many intermingling of elements in which we 

are all caught up, a new concept of identity is needed, and needed 

urgently. We cannot expect all human beings to choose between 

excessive assertion of their identity and the loss of their identity 

altogether but instead we all have to find a common ground for 

ourselves. The search for that common ground is what leaves you 

lost, confused, displaced, as if you are unidentifiable. You do not 

know where you do or don’t belong, and that is when your journey 

begins; of finding YOUR identity. One that defines you how you 

want to be defined, not how everything else around you defines 

you. You choose what identifies you as a person, no one else can 

force that upon you.



THESIS IDEAS:

- An interactive Space

- Relatable for the viewers

- Installation

- Acrylic

I N T E R A C T I V E  WA L L



I N S TA L L AT I O N



I N S TA L L AT I O N + I N T E R A C T I V E  WA L L



P R O T O T Y P E



PANELS



• I had gotten half of my pieces UV printed but the rest were interrupted 

because of COVID

• UV printing and the entire 36x8 feet installation was not feasible or 

possible anymore financially or physically

• The installation was meant to be 36x8 Ft which was a size impossible 

for me to manage without any interaction with the actual space it was 

meant to be installed in.

• Additionally, due to the crash of the economy, my father was also 

unable to manage the expenses that would go towards the completion 

of this installation. 

• Thus. A 3D animation was the best option I had to still present my work 

in the most understandable way possible





L O C AT I O N



E M P O R I U M  M A L L





PA C K A G E S  M A L L







E AT O N  C E N T R E





S Q U A R E  O N E

I believe square one would be my first choice if I had to choose 

between all these malls because it played a major role in 

building who I am as a person today;

- My high school was 5 mins away, it was our hangout spot

- My condo building was right across from it

- My first job (sunglass hut) was in square one

- Any bus I would take from any city would connect to square 

one bus terminal

- My gym was right across from it

- My university was right across from it, every mean from 8 

am to 10pm was from square one

- Every movie I have watched has been in square one movie 

theatre

- The library when I used to read is a 2 min walk





R E N D E R I N G S  F O R  A N I M AT I O N



R E N D E R I N G S  F O R  A N I M AT I O N



R E N D E R I N G S  F O R  A N I M AT I O N



R E N D E R I N G S  F O R  A N I M AT I O N



R E N D E R I N G S  F O R  A N I M AT I O N



F U R T H E R  D E V E L O P M E N T S



Still from the Animation



Still from the Animation



Still from the Animation



Still from the Animation




